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MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS. 



On an ancient Tablet over the Pew of the Dyffrin Family in 
Caooxton Church. 

Hie, in cancellis sancti Cadoci, et prope ipsum imaginem 
Sane : Codoci, prout ille testamento ultimo decreverat, et anno 
Xti 1507, jacet corpus Leolini filii Johannis, fil : Leolini, fil : 
Gwillim, als William, fil: Ievani, fi: Morgani, fi: Morgani, 
6 : Audoeni, fi : Rheci, fi : Iestini, ultimi principis et domini Gla- 
morgani, Gwent et Morganwg, originis Trojani ceu sanguinis 
Britannici ; qui fraude et dolo Normanorum, quo* mercede et 
stipendio retinuit ad bellum gerendum contra vicinos, occisus 
fuit posterique ejus fortunis omnibus, scilicet castro de Cardiff 
principale ejus palatio cum omnibus dependentibus et aliis paternis 
dominionibus terris et ditionibus, ejiciebantur, regnante Gulielmo 
Rufo tunc temporis Angliae Rege. 

Arms* — Gules, three Chevrons argent. (Those of Iestyn ab 
Gwrgant* borne by Williams of Dyffrin.) 

Motto. — Vinci t qui patitur. 

* Iestyn ab Gwrgant was, as stated in this Epitaph, a Prince of Glamor- 
gan. He succeeded to this title on the death of his uncle Hywel, in IMS. 
It was in his contest with Rhys ab Tewdwr, Prince of Deheubarth, about the 
year 1068, that he procured the assistance of the Normans, to which allu- 
sion is above made. On this occasion, according to Caradog** History, 
Robert Fitzbamon and twelve other knights landed in Glamorganshire, 
with a strong force, and proceeded, at the instigation of Iestyn, to lay waste 
the territories of Rhys, and unmercifully to destroy all who fell in their 
way. Prince Rhys, at that time nearly a hundred years of age, gave them 
battle near Brecknoc, when, after great carnage on both sides, the Welsh 
Chieftain was unhappily slain, and his dominions divided amongst the con- 
querors. Soon afterwards Iestyn's treacherous conduct towards Kinion ab 
Collwyn, who had joined him in this enterprize, brought upon him the ven- 
geance of these same Normans, who, being mere soldiers of fortune, made 
no scruple to turn their arms against their former ally, whom, as. he was 
unprepared for the attack, they soon despoiled of bis territory. The con- 
sequence of this double success in the part of the Normans was the distribu- 
tion of the conquered lands amongst Robert Fitzbamon and bis compa- 
nions, reserving a small pertion for Kinion, and the sons of Iestyn. Rhys ab 
Iestyn, mentioned in this Epitaph, had, for his share, the lordship of Sov- 
len between Nedd and Tawy. — En. 
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ANOTHER MONUMENT OVER THE SAME PEW. 
Mrs. Rose Williams*, died 84th March, 1680. 

R oses the most gay, that Flora's wreath beset, 

ft, while they bud, are nipp'd by frost, but yet 
S he proved a lasting rose full blown, yet she 

E xceeded most in good longevity. 

W ither for want of sap she did, when past 
J oys of an earthly bliss, the fatal blast 
L evell'd the rest, the rose yet stood 
L ong unblasted for her neighbour's good. 

1 nstead of winter she enjoys by fate 
A lasting spring of an eternal date 

M ost strange, yet she at her Redeemer's day 
S hould sap recover and appear mere gay. 

Arms. — (Those of Iestyn ab Gwrgant as before.) 
Motto.— Lie Cymeroff^. 

Lee, Eeht.Dec.i, 1819. W. 

WELSH POETRY. 

ITS GENERAL CHARACTER. 

It necessarily forms one of the principal objects of this work 
to make its readers in some degree acquainted with such remains, 
as still survive to us, of the bardic productions of past times. Per- 
haps there was no people of antiquity, not excepting the Greeks 
themselves, who cultivated poetical genius to an equal extent 
with the Cymry. It may not, therefore, be uninteresting to 
offer some general remarks on their character in this point of 
view. 

Poetry, it has been well observed, formed in the primitive his- 
tory of all nations the common vehicle, whereby they expressed 
all those sentiments and recorded those actions, that did not come 

* This Rose was the widow of Philip Williams of Dyffrin, great grandson 
of Llewelyn, and daughter of Morgan Cradoc, of Cberiton VV. 

f 1 should feel obliged to any of your Correspondents, «ho would furnish 
inc uith an apt translation of this motto. — W. 



